The Tension of [Jan. 16,  rapid combination of the water drops, and from it considerable rain will fall ; this rain will be negatively charged, and under suitable conditions both the charges on the rain and the rate of rainfall could be large.
A rough quantitative analysis shows that the order of magnitude of the electrical separation which accompanies the breaking of a drop is sufficient to account for the electrical effects observed in the most violent thunderstorms.
All the results of the observations of the electricity of rain described above are capable of explanation by the theory, which also agrees well with the actual meteorological phenomena observed during thunderstorms. It was also found on heating these rules to a red heat so as to anneal them that they straightened out to a considerable extent, the remaining deflection being only about one-third or one-half of the original.
